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BBC Radio Essex pays a visit
Meet our new plant manager
Courtauld Road is open again
Jobs and apprenticeships

Since our last newsletter in November 2013, it has been really busy here at the
Urbaser Balfour Beatty (UBB) site on Courtauld Road. Everyone is working hard to
make sure the new waste treatment facility will be complete and ready to start testing
our processing equipment by the summer of this year. The building structures are up,
conveyor belts installed and deliveries of materials are arriving steadily.
With its modern architecture, surrounding landscaping
and three storey education and visitor centre, our
new facility on Courtauld Road offers a vibrant and
hi-tech working environment and an attractive and
welcoming atmosphere. UBB has already started
recruiting the shift teams that will operate the facility
but more on that later…

hand the importance of reducing the amount of waste
they create and the importance of continuing to recycle
at home.

The facility will treat all the residual (black bag) waste
from across Essex and Southend and will promote
recycling and a more environmentally friendly lifestyle.

Once the construction is finished the plant will be tested
for 12 months so it can be completely up and running
by summer 2015. At this time Urbaser Environmental
Limited will take over the running of the facility with a
contract for the next 25 years. They will check and test
all equipment to make sure as many items in the waste
that can be recycled are taken out and recycled.

The equipment inside our specially designed acoustic
buildings will help ensure that we recover as much
value from the household waste as we can. Our visitor
centre will be a great place to visit. Visitors will see first-

We hope the education and visitor centre will become
a real hub for the local community, as well as education
groups and businesses too.
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Introducing you to the new plant manager
John Robinson
How long have you worked for Urbaser Ltd?
I have worked here since September 2013.

Where did you work before Urbaser Ltd?
Before working here I worked for the waste
company BIFFA as plant manager at a mixed
recycling facility in Edmonton, London.

What do you think is the most important
part of your job?
I think this would be to really convey to the local
community how vital it is not to send waste to landfill,
and emphasise the importance of recycling and
therefore the purpose of our new plant. I also think it is
important that we use this opportunity to
involve locals in our recruitment process. The more
local support, the better!

What do you enjoy most about your job?

What do you like to do when you aren’t
working?
At the weekends I work actively with the air cadet
organisation in Essex as an outward bound instructor
and I’ve just returned from a week in North Wales
climbing, walking and canoeing with Southend and
Canvey Island air cadets. I also train at my local gym
every day as I find this a good way to relax.

What three things do you hope for from
the MBT facility?
I have high hopes for my team as they are a great
bunch. You are only as good as your team! I also hope
that after the plant has been through its testing period
that everything is running smoothly and is working
according to plan. Lastly, we are hoping to get a lot
of interest from the local community. It will be a real
insight for locals to see how we deal with their waste
and encourage recycling.

My favourite part is overseeing all aspects of the new
plant, it has been a great experience to be involved
this early in such a large project and I am looking
forward to it being up and running. Working
closely with my team is also very enjoyable.

Re-opening Courtauld Road
Following a short period of closure and traffic diversion Courtauld Road re-opened to traffic in January, with its
new roundabout in place. As part of the development a new pedestrian crossing will be installed to help make
Courtauld Road more pedestrian and road traffic friendly. We are grateful to local residents and businesses for
your patience with the road changes - so thank you.

When BBC Essex Radio came to visit…
In January, BBC Radio Essex visited our facility and
spoke with both Richard Lancaster, the General
Manager and Cllr Roger Walters from Essex County
Council who is the Cabinet member for waste
and recycling. The reporter, Peter Holmes, was
astounded by the size of the facility, saying how
“vast” it was and how it was equivalent to the size of
30 football pitches! Incoming waste will be placed in
reception bunkers 15 metres below ground level.
When the plant is fully operational it will handle
400,000 tonnes of waste per year.
The reporter was particularly taken with the viewing
gallery in the main facility area. This is where visitors
will be able to watch the waste being treated, sorted
and processed into new raw materials. This is just
the beginning - when we are fully operational and
have opened our doors to visitors, we hope people
touring the MBT facility will begin to understand how
much value there is in recycling, what is involved in
sorting their rubbish and just how many items can
be recycled from household rubbish across Essex
and Southend.
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Recruitment plans
You may have spotted our adverts for jobs with
UBB. We started recruiting for our full team of staff
for the facility in March. More than 60 new jobs
are up for grabs, and to date, we’ve had over 250
applications. That’s on top of the huge construction
team already employed.
To make our new MBT facility run well we will need a
wide range of people to work there and so there’s a
lot of opportunities for all! From site-based operators,
to office roles, communications people, maintenance
fitters and laboratory technicians; we hope the
team will be proud to work at the new MBT facility.
Recruiting now also helps us to ensure our new team
have time to know one another, learn together about
the new facility and receive training so that we are all
ready when we start operating from summer 2015.
Needless to say the current staff are excited to meet
and welcome aboard the new recruits from the wide
pool of local talent there is out there!

Apprenticeships
We are pleased to announce that our five construction
and engineering apprentices, who have been on
placement and training with us during the build phase
of the facility, are all doing well. The two electrical
engineering apprentices will be staying on at the new
facility when it is operational. Our apprenticeship
programme is part of our commitment to working with
the local community and allows apprentices to stay
on with us and also to have time allocated to spend
in their college so that they are able to continue with
their studies.

Contact Us:
UBB (Essex) Construction JV, Courtauld
Close, off Courtauld Road, Basildon,
Essex, SS13 1FL
www.ubbessex.co.uk
Email: info@ubbessex.co.uk
Call our hotline on: 0800 072 56 34

Community Liaison Group Chairman
Councillor Sandra Hillier:
sandra.hillier@members.basildon.gov.uk
We are also on Facebook UBB (Essex) and
Twitter @UBB_Essex

