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We are happy to announce that the construction of our new waste treatment facility
at Courtauld Road has been completed. Our whole team has worked hard to ensure
that the new building will enhance and complement the existing surroundings. Whilst
building sites can be disruptive for the local community, we’ve tried very hard to
ensure that our work does not impact on other properties and residents. Residents
from throughout Essex and Southend are welcome to come and see the finished
facility when our fantastic Visitor Centre is officially opened later this year.
We are also pleased to tell you we have been
working with local students to find a suitable and
unique name for the new facility. The name we have
chosen is the ‘Tovi Eco Park’ facility. You can read
more about this and see our new-look logo further
on in this newsletter.
The newly built Visitor Centre has the potential
to become a lively hub for the local community
and comprises: a community meeting room; an
information centre; a research laboratory; classrooms
and an exhibition space with viewing galleries. We will
be encouraging schools from throughout Essex and
Southend to visit the Tovi Eco Park, as it provides the
perfect opportunity for young people to learn about
the importance of recycling and what happens to
household waste.
We are very excited to be part of the Essex and
Southend solution for dealing with your household
waste and will process it in the most environmentally
friendly and sustainable way possible. Some residual

(black bag) waste has already been fed through
our processing equipment as part of the facility’s
commissioning tests and so far so good!
The first batch of residual waste to the Tovi Eco
Park marked the start of a commissioning or
testing period to be continued throughout the year.
Various trials will need to take place to ensure that
the treatment process operates at the required
standard. During the year, the volume of waste being
processed will steadily increase in order to prepare
the equipment for the amount of waste that will be
processed post testing.
John Robinson, UBB General Manager said: “The
construction of the MBT facility has gone smoothly
and the new commissioning phase is an important
step towards project completion. We anticipate that
this state-of-the-art facility will be formally launched
and will deliver the required level of service to the
residents of Essex and Southend by the end of 2015.”
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About us

The story behind the name

In a previous newsletter we explained how the Tovi Eco
Park will work and what it means for your waste. So to
re-cap:

We couldn’t build a state-of-the-art recycling facility
without ensuring it had a suitable name and identity...
Towards the end of 2013, UBB worked with Felmore
Primary School’s Eco Club to get ideas of what it
means for young people to be able to recycle locally.
We held two workshops with pupils to come up with
some inspiring ideas for a brand identity for the new
facility. The children’s inspiration came from internet
and magazine research and what they see when they
recycle at home.

Our mechanical biological treatment (MBT) facility will
be treating all residual waste from across the whole
of Essex and Southend, as well as complementing
existing recycling and composting services within
the region. It will recover recyclable materials such
as metals, plastics, cardboard and aggregates for
recycling and will play an important role in ensuring
Essex and Southend’s waste is dealt with sustainably.

The pupils were very enthusiastic about the history
of recycling, particularly in relation to their local area.
Further research found historical references to the
facility site location, dating back to the Doomsday
Book. We discovered that a ‘free man’ by the name
of ‘Tovi’ owned parts of the land in Saxon times
which now forms Courtauld Road and so, the name
was born!

The Tovi Eco Park is part of a 28-year contract awarded
to UBB by Essex County Council and Southend-onSea Borough Council to manage waste thrown away
by households across Essex and Southend. Once fully
operational, the facility will increase recycling levels and
reduce reliance on landfill.
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UBB currently employs two electrical apprentices through a scheme at Prospects
College, Basildon…
Name: Nick
Age: 19
Job title: Electrical Assistant.

About: I live in Craylands and attended James
Hornsby School. My favourite things to do outside
of work are socialising with friends, eating and
sleeping.
How long have you worked for UBB?
I originally started working for Balfour Beatty in
October 2013, before moving over to UBB in July
2014 where I began to work for David Martin, the
Electrical Technician. So far I am really enjoying it!

What does a typical day involve for you?
If I am on an early shift, I carry out machine and
belt pre start checks as soon as I arrive. The rest

of the day is spent shadowing a maintenance
technician and carrying out planned maintenance
and breakdowns.

What are your ambitions for the future?
I’m looking forward to starting a full time job after
I pass my course. I have just passed my MEWP
(mobile elevated work platform) training, meaning
I can now drive scissor lifts and cherry pickers. It
would be great if this type of work was involved
in my future jobs. I am also very keen to pass my
driving test!

How did you find out about the
apprenticeship scheme?
A Balfour Beatty representative from the Basildon
site came to our college to offer us the chance
to work with them while on our apprenticeship
course. I thought it would be a great opportunity to
join them, so I applied, had an interview and was
accepted!

Once we established a name, we worked with graphic
design students from South Essex College who took
part in a competition to design a logo for the facility.
The students presented us with a range of designs
and we were very impressed with their creative work.
The winning logo was designed by Lee Sanders from
Hockley. Lee, who studies BA (Hons) Graphic Design
at the Southend Campus, Luker Road, said: “Being
given the opportunity to work with a company to
create a logo that will represent something so large
was an amazing opportunity.”

We hope you like it!
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Investing in the local economy
Part of our commitment when building the Tovi Eco
Park was to ensure local investment opportunities were
maximised. Since the start of the operational phase of
the project, we have placed 20 local contracts, with
spend totalling £130,000...and it doesn’t stop there.
The number of secured local business contracts is
constantly rising as we are now awarding contracts
for our end product materials too. For example, we
have recently placed a contract to work with a local
ferrous and non-ferrous metal company. The company
will help us to ensure that the metal we extract from
residual waste as part of our treatment and processing
is recycled into new metal products.
Another positive aspect of this project has been the
creation of new employment opportunities. Once

the Tovi Eco Park is fully operational, it will provide
approximately 85 permanent jobs for people with
a broad range of backgrounds and qualifications.
Sourcing and utilising local talent is paramount to UBB
and we see this facility as the perfect opportunity for
local residents and students to find a career that will
suit them. We have:
A dominantly local labour force - Out of the 38
current staff who are employed on a permanent
basis by UBB (including our two apprentices), 97%
live in Essex.
A variety of roles – We employ an average of 45
agency staff, with roles ranging from pickers and
cleaners to banksmen and samplers.

Contact Us:
UBB (Essex) Construction JV, Courtauld
Close, off Courtauld Road, Basildon,
Essex, SS13 1FL
www.ubbessex.co.uk
Email: info@ubbessex.co.uk
Call our hotline on: 0800 072 56 34

Community Liaison Group Chairman
Councillor Keith Bobbin:
cllr.Keith.Bobbin@essex.gov.uk
We are also on:
Facebook UBB (Essex)
Twitter @UBB_Essex
Flickr UBB Essex

