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If you have any questions the team are here to help.
Please provide your comments on a Feedback Form.

Purpose of this exhibition
Reduce – Reuse – Recycle – what next?
We are all recycling and composting
much more of our waste than ever
before, but there is still some waste
left over called “residual waste”.
Traditionally, residual waste has been
buried directly in landfill, resulting in
emissions of greenhouse gases and
the loss of materials that could have
been recycled.

Basildon

We are here today to talk to you about our
proposal for developing a new waste
treatment facility that deals with residual
waste in a more sustainable way. The new
facility is proposed for a site at Courtauld
Road in Basildon.
An important part of our proposal is
involving the local community and so we
are here to listen to your views. We will
carefully consider all feedback before a
planning application for the new facility is
submitted in March.

About us
Urbaser will be responsible for
operating the facility.

Balfour Beatty will be responsible for
building the facility.

Urbaser owns and runs more than 200
waste management facilities worldwide,
including 40 Mechanical Biological
Treatment facilities. In total Urbaser
processes more than seven million tonnes
of waste every year, and provides services
to more than 50 million people on four
continents. Urbaser has a strong track
record in building positive and long-lasting
relationships with the communities it serves.

Balfour Beatty is a world class infrastructure
services business operating across the
infrastructure lifecycle providing: roads,
power, renewables, schools and hospitals,
and is involved in 41 privately financed
initiatives around the country. Balfour Beatty
is committed to improving safety and
sustainability within the communities in
which it operates.
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What is being proposed?
Urbaser and Balfour Beatty are proposing to build and
operate a Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT) facility to
treat residual (black bag) waste.
The facility will also have a Visitor
Centre and outdoor education zone
for the local community to use.
Urbaser Balfour Beatty is intending to
submit a planning application for planning
permission to develop and operate this new
facility, which will reduce the environmental
impact of waste being disposed of in
landfill.
The facility will treat up to 417,000 tonnes
of waste per year including all the residual
household waste and a smaller proportion
of trade waste generated in Essex and
Southend.

This will help Essex County Council and
Southend-on-Sea Borough Council move
towards self-sufficiency in terms of waste
treatment capacity, reduce the overall
transport of waste and increase recycling.
The facility will recover metals, plastics and
cardboard as well as aggregates for
construction that would have ended up in
landfill.
The Essex Waste Partnership is working
together to deliver high recycling levels with
the aspiration to recycle and compost a
minimum of 60% of your household waste
by 2020. However, this still leaves
approximately 377,000 tonnes of waste
per year to be treated.

How does the technology work?
Mechanical Biological
Treatment (MBT) involves
mechanical sorting and
composting processes to
reduce the volume of waste
and recycle more.
1. Waste collection vehicles arrive at
the facility and are checked and
weighed. The waste is then tipped
indoors in a sealed bunker.
2. The waste then passes through a
Mechanical Processing stage,
where recyclable materials are
sorted and separated.
3. The remaining waste enters a
Biological Processing stage,
where it is composted inside the
building. Water evaporates and
biodegradable materials break
down.
4. Finally, the remaining material is
refined to extract materials that
can be recycled into aggregate
replacement, such as rubble,
glass and ceramics.
5. Any material left after this can
either be safely landfilled or used
to generate energy in a separate
facility.

MBT – Mechanical Biological Treatment

Protecting the local
environment
The local environment matters and we understand the
importance of protecting and improving it for local
residents and businesses in the area.
The proposed site at Courtauld Road,
Basildon, lies between the A127
Arterial Road and Burnt Mills
Industrial Estate.
There are a number of local considerations
that are being taken into account in the
design of the facility, including nearby
residential properties, businesses and
industrial areas.

The planning application for the facility will
be accompanied by a full Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) that will consider
(amongst other issues):
• Traffic and transportation
• Landscape and visual impact
• Surface waters and flood risk
• Noise and vibration
• Air quality and human health

Designing the facility
The facility will be designed with positive features for local
people and the local environment.
We will carefully consider all
comments on the design and will
present a more detailed design at the
next round of exhibitions in early
March.
Our design commitments include:
• Materials and colours will give the
building a clean, modern appearance.
• Traffic will be managed carefully and
safely.
• All waste handling operations will take
place inside the building.
• The building will be insulated for noise
and fitted with an air treatment system to
control odour.

• Lighting will be sensitive to local
residents and nearby businesses.
• Landscaping and wildlife areas will help
to make the area greener.
• Sustainable building techniques will be
used.
• A high quality Visitor Centre and outdoor
space will be made available for
community use.

Benefitting the local community
An important part of our proposal is involving the local
community so that people living in the area can benefit
from the development.
Community

Environment

• Education and awareness programmes.
• Visitor Centre.

• Considerate and sustainable
construction.

• Meeting space.

• Reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.

• Outdoor wildlife and amenity area.

• Reduction in reliance on landfill.
• Increase in recycling.

Local economy
• Apprenticeships.
• Training.
• Employment.
• Supply chain opportunities.

We are inviting local residents to join a
Community Liaison Group, and to get
involved in our proposals for the Visitor
Centre.

What happens next?
We will be submitting a detailed planning application and
Environmental Statement for the facility towards the end of
March 2012.
The application will take into
consideration feedback received from
the community and businesses
through this pre-application
consultation period.
In addition, a Statement of Community
Involvement will demonstrate how we have
listened and taken into account the views of
the local community in the planning
application.
Essex County Council, as the Waste
Planning Authority, will also carry out its
own formal consultation on the planning
application.

You will then have the opportunity to
comment on the application and to have
your views taken into account before a
decision is made by Essex County Council
to determine the application.
We will also be submitting an application to
the Environment Agency for an
environmental permit to operate the facility.
The planning application, environmental
statement and environmental permit
application will be published on the website:

www.ubbessex.co.uk

First pre-planning application,
public exhibition and
consultation: January 2012

Second pre-planning application,
public exhibition and consultation:
March 2012

Construction
programmed to begin:
February 2013

Operations
programmed to
begin: July 2015

Submission of planning application
and start of statutory consultation
period: Spring 2012
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