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Treating our waste differently
Spring 2013 Newsletter

Urbaser Balfour Beatty (UBB) are building a new waste management facility at
Courtauld Road in Basildon. This is the first of our Community Newsletters to
keep neighbours and other interested people informed of progress at the site.
The Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT) facility
will treat up to 417,000 tonnes of waste each year
and will sort it into recyclable products, organic
material and non-recyclable materials.
The facility will provide a new environmentally-friendly way
to treat household waste and will reduce our reliance on
landfill. Essex County Council granted planning permission
for the facility in December 2012 and we have now
prepared the site and started construction.
Once built, all waste will be handled inside the
building, which will include a waste reception hall,
a pre-processing hall for the separation of recyclable
materials, maturation halls for the composting of
waste, a product refining and storage area, a water

and air treatment plant and a three-storey visitor and
education centre.
The site will also have attractive landscaping and a
large pond, as well as access roads and weighbridges.
We have been planning our activities to make sure that we
are a good neighbour, both during the construction and
the operation of the facility. This newsletter explains what
will be happening on the site over the coming months.
For more information about the project please visit

www.ubbessex.co.uk
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Breaking ground at Courtauld Road

Did you know?

We have now prepared the site at Courtauld Road for the
construction of the new facility. The first thing that we will
be doing is making the site secure with fencing, CCTV
and permanent staff at the site entrances. Work will then
commence on landscaping to the east of the site to help
reduce the noise for our neighbours.

Richard Lancaster, Project Director for UBB explained,
“We know that traffic is the biggest concern for the
local community and we have drawn up detailed plans
to make sure the traffic is managed considerately
during the construction of the new roundabout and
pedestrian crossing.”

From the Spring, heavy machinery will be on-site installing
pre-cast concrete piles. The foundation piling is designed
to provide support for the main structure of the building
complex and will take around three months to complete.

Measures being taken include:

There will also be some capacity for local business
waste, helping to reduce the total amount of waste
to landfill.

• Making sure lorries are covered and go through a 		
wheel wash before leaving the site to avoid debris on
the roads. Courtauld Road is being regularly swept.

Households in Essex and Southend are currently
recycling and composting over 50% of waste, with the
ambition to reach 60% by 2020.

During the construction, we will carry out regular noise
monitoring to make sure we are not causing a nuisance
to our neighbours.
We will also be constructing a new roundabout and
pedestrian crossing on Courtauld Road which will help
manage the traffic coming to and from the site and
help keep pedestrians safe when crossing the road.
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The facility will treat the household waste collected
by the 12 district and borough councils in Essex and
Southend-on-Sea Borough Council.

• Strict rules which say that lorries must turn out of the
site towards East Mayne instead of towards Burnt Mills
Road. Drivers disobeying this rule will be excluded
from the site. Lorries must also arrive from the 		
same direction.

The new facility will help increase recycling by
recovering metals, plastics and other recyclable
materials left in the black bag waste that would
have ended up in landfill. By recycling these valuable
resources we reduce the need for raw materials, bringing
benefits to the local economy and environment.

• Building a new roundabout at the site entrance and
a spine road around the site. No queuing or parking
of lorries is allowed in neighbouring roads.

Around 250 jobs will be supported during construction –
including roles for both labourers and skilled workers.
Once operational, 85 people will be employed at the
facility, including unskilled and semi-skilled workers as
well as professionals.
Apprenticeship positions and work placements will be
provided for local people throughout both the construction
and operational phases.
The three-storey Education & Visitor Centre will be a
valuable local resource for the community, education
groups and local businesses.

• Constructing a new footpath on the north side of
Courtauld Road and a pedestrian crossing to the 		
Essex Enterprise Centre.

February 2013 - Start to prepare the site for construction
March 2013 - Start with the main construction activities
April 2013 - Begin the piling works on site
Summer 2013 - Start the steel erection works
Summer 2014 - First waste to arrive on site to test the facility
Summer 2015 - Facility fully operational with Visitor and
Education Centre open

Urbaser Balfour Beatty regard good
health and safety as essential for a
successful business. Safety, health
and the well-being of our employees
and others affected by our activities are
therefore very important to us.
Our health and safety systems ensure:
• Our subcontractors meet relevant
industry competence standards
• We assess activities that could affect the
health and safety of our workers
• We monitor and review the performance
of our staff and subcontractors.
We openly discuss health and safety
with our workforce to make sure that
our policies and activities provide for a
safe and healthy environment.
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Timetable
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The site at Courtauld Road today

Safety comes first

Artist’s impression of the new facility that will
treat the household waste from homes in Essex
and Southend, viewed from Courtauld Road

Artist’s impression of the Education and
Visitor Centre, part of the new development
at Courtauld Road
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Community Liaison Group
The community liaison group brings
together local residents and the
project team for regular meetings.
At the first meeting in December,
we discussed the timeline for the
project and activities that will be
taking place on-site:
Flood prevention works – these
works were completed in 2010
and a siphon now runs beneath
the A127 to the flood plain on the

northern side of the road; no flooding
has since occurred on-site.
Protecting the local brook –
during construction, any water to
be discharged into the brook will
be treated. This is in accordance
with the Environmental Plan agreed
with the Environment Agency.
Hours of construction – No
works are planned for the evening;

however, if activities likely to
cause disruption to neighbours
are required, we will notify our
neighbours well in advance.
The community liaison group will
meet quarterly throughout the
construction phase. If you would
like to find out more or to be
involved, please email your
interest and contact details to
info@ubbessex.co.uk

What about other waste?
Is your toaster toast? Has your
kettle run out of steam? Like most
people, you probably recycle items
like plastic bottles, cans, food and
garden waste - but what about
your unwanted electricals?

From kettles to cameras, batteryoperated toys to toasters, power
drills to mobile phones, you can
recycle the lot. Up to 97% of the
materials in electrical waste can
be recycled and used in new
products, which helps divert waste
from landfill.

On average UK households buy
17.5kg of small electrical items
each year to replace or upgrade
existing items. During 2011/12
Essex residents recycled just 3kg
per household - which means that
there are a significant number of
sandwich toasters, bread makers
and straighteners either ending
up in landfill or stored away in the
cupboard, garage or loft because it
feels wrong to bin them.
Large unwanted electrical items
such as computers, fridges and
TVs should be taken to your local
recycling centre. Smaller items such
as kettles and hair straighteners can
be taken to the recycling centre or any
of the 200+ waste electrical banks
dotted around the county – see
www.recycleforessex.co.uk
for locations.

Contact Us:
Email us at: info@ubbessex.co.uk
Call our hotline on: 0800 072 56 34

Steggy the recycled dinosaur is
touring Essex to promote the recycling
of electrical items

Write to us at:
Urbaser Balfour Beatty Essex
Essex Enterprise Centre
33 Nobel Square
Courtauld Road
Basildon
Essex SS13 1LT

